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134,025 peniaga
manfaat inisiatif
baucar e-dagang
bantu PKS negeri
ketika pandemik

Oleh Ruwaida Md Zain
bhnews@bh.com.my

Shah Alam: Sejumlah RM1 bilion
dijana menerusi Kempen Selang-
or E-Bazar Raya yang memberi-
kan manfaat kepada lebih 134,000
peniaga e-dagang di negeri ini.
Menteri Besar, Datuk Seri Ami-
rudin Shari, berkata kempen ber-
mula 15 April sehingga 29 Mei
lalu mencatatkan hasil membe-
rangsangkan dengan kesan riak
(ripple effect) RM954 juta kepada
ekonomi Selangor, termasuk ju-
alan terus bernilai RM65 juta.
“Kerajaan Selangor menyalur-

kan RM2 juta sebagai baucar sub-
sidi untuk kempen Selangor
E-Bazar Raya yang menyaksikan
penyertaan 22,049 peniaga e-da-
gang baharu yang memanfaat-
kan 134,025 peniaga e-dagang se-
cara keseluruhan.

“Ini menunjukkan peningka-
tan 76 peratus daripada sasaran
awal, iaitu 12,500 peniaga e-da-
gang baharu yang dijangka me-
nyertai kempen ini.

“Ini juga menunjukkan lebih
banyak perusahaan kecil dan se-
derhana (PKS) mendapat man-
faat daripada kempen terkini Se-
langor E-Bazar,” katanya.

Beliau berkata demikian pada
sidang media secara maya sele-
pas pengumuman Kkeputusan
Kempen Selangor E-Bazar Raya
dan pelancaran Selangor Infor-
mation Technology and Digital
Economy Corporation (Sidec) TV,
semalam.

Amirudin berkata, kempen itu
memastikan peniaga di Selangor
menjadi pilihan utama pelang-
gan dalam memenuhi bekalan

‘Kempen Selangor E-Bazar
itu sekali lagi membuktikan
peniaga yang mendigitalisasikan

perniagaan mendapat

pulangan yang lumayan 9

Amirudin Shari,
Menteri Besar Selangor

dan keperluan isi rumah seperti
makanan, perabot dan peralatan
sukan.

“Kempen itu juga membantu
PKS menjana hasil jualan ketika
Perintah Kawalan Pergerakan
(PKP) dengan memenuhi keper-
luan pengguna untuk menikmati
sambutan perayaan yang seder-
hana.

“Kempen itu diselaraskan oleh
Invest Selangor dan Sidec dengan
kerjasama Shopee dan Lazada,

dua platform e-dagang paling di-
gemari di Malaysia,” katanya.

Beliau berkata, kempen Se-
langor E-Bazar itu sekali lagi
membuktikan peniaga yang men-
digitalisasikan perniagaan men-
dapat pulangan yang lumayan.

“Hasil terkini. juga menunjuk-
kan peningkatan 163 peratus un-
tuk jualan terus dan 139 peratus
peningkatan kesan riak kepada
ekonomi Selangor berbanding sa-
saran awal,” katanya.

Katanya, Selangor berbangga
menjadi Kerajaan negeri pertama
yang melancarkan inisiatif bau-
car e-dagang dalam membantu
PKS negeri menghadapi cabaran
COVID-19.

“Kita mengadakan empat kem-
pen E-Bazar, iaitu E-Bazar Raya
2020, E-Bazar 11.11 Mega Sales,
E-Bazar CNY 2021 dan E-Bazar
Raya 2021.

“Dengan pelaburan RM7 juta
oleh kerajaan negeri, empat pu-
singan kempen itu menghasilkan
jualan terus berjumlah RM144.7
juta dan mewujudkan kesan riak
sebanyak RM2.95 bilion untuk
ekonomi Selangor.

“Terdapat 294,119 penjual, ter-
masuk 74,837 penjual baharu,
yang mendapat manfaat dari-
pada kempen ini dan ia mem-
bolehkan ekonomi negeri terus
bergerak sambil mewujudkan sa-
luran penjualan alternatif supa-
ya perniagaan tempatan dapat
bertahan, terutama di bawah pel-
bagai sekatan akibat wabak CO-
VID-19,” katanya.
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_TANGGA melingkar
di Sasana Ktmrngg
antara ‘spotgpilihan

pengguita Media P
sosial:

Oleh Fairul Asmaini Mohd Pilus
asmaini@nstp.com.my

Siapa yang tiada akaun
Instagram hariini?
Dariawal remaja
hingga warga emas,
kebanyakannya memiliki
akaun Instagram tidak
kira untuk tujuan suka
suka, diari peribadi
hinggalah sebagai medium
penghubung ahli keluarga.
Kebanyakan hantaran
biasanya berkisarkan
aktiviti harian, makanan
dan lokasi menarik yang
dianggap ‘Instagramable.’
‘Instagramable’ adalah
perkataan yang sering
digunakan warga netizen
bagi menggambarkan
sesuatu lokasi menarik
yang bernilai untuk
dipaparkandilaman
sosial berkenaan.
Di Lembah Klang,
ada banyak lokasi yang
sering dikunjungi
orang ramai untuk
merakam kenangan di
kawasan yang dianggap

‘Instagramable’ ini.

Antaranya, Bangunan
Sultan Abdul Samad di
Dataran Merdeka, Kuala
Lumpur.

Bangunan yang
mengambil nama sempena
Sultan Selangor, Sultan
Abdul Samad itu mula
dibina pada 1894.

Disebabkan keunikan
rekaan seni binanya,
bangunan yang menjadi
antara mercu tanda ibu
negara itu sehingga kini
menjadi tumpuan ramai
pengunjung tempatan dan
pelancong asing.

Bagi yang menggemari
suasana lebih ‘happening’
pula, boleh berkunjung ke
kawasan sekitar Changkat,
Bukit Bintang.

Lokasi di sekitar lorong
diJalan Alor kini dihiasi
dengan mural dan seni
jalanan tiga dimensi (3D)
menarik yang menjadi
tumpuan ramai.

la adalah lokasi paling
sesuai untuk bergambar
sepuas mungkin tanpa

ESKAUATORdi NU Sentral
dikatakan sebagai eskalator

o S T Y
paling popular.di Ma

dikenakan sebarang
bayaran.

Selain itu, kawasan
rekreasi awam seperti Lake
Garden di ibu negara juga
sering menjadi pilihan
pengguna media sosial
berkenaan

Antara lokasi yang
menarik di sekitar Taman
Botani Perdanaialah
Tugu Negara, Panggung
Anniversari, Muzium
Negara, Galeri Seri
Perdana, Taman Bunga
Raya, Taman Orkid dan
Taman Burung Kuala
Lumpur.

Jika anda berjiwa seni,
tangga di Sasana Kijang,
Muzium Bank Negara
dan Galeri Seni mungkin
menjadi pilihan utama.

Terletak di Jalan Dato
Onn, Sasana Kijang adalah
sebuah muzium moden
yang dpenuhi dengan
pameran bersejarah mata
wang lama rantau Asiadan
menempatkan galeri seni.

Banyak ‘spot’ menarik
yang boleh bergambar,

I MENA

S N
KaWASAN sawah !
padisiSe \
Sclunqorargm' : o
fokasi wajib untuk
bergambar.

ASTAKA Morocco
di Putrajaya turut g#
menjadi tumpuan:

)

K
RAKAM
KENANGAN

e o Y

o

Banyak lokasi kunjungan orang ramai di Lembah Klang
dianggap ‘Instagramable’ bagi warga netizen

namun yang paling
menjadi pilihan
adalah di ruang tangga
melingkarnya

Lokasi tangga eskalator
pusat beli-belah NU
Sentral di KL Sentral juga
dikatakan menjadilokasi
pilihan ramai pengguna
Instagram

Eskalator itu dikatakan
sebagai eskalator paling
popular di Malaysia ketika
ini hingga diberi gelaran
‘Instagram Eskalator.’

Apatidaknyg, dekorasi
geometri yang memukau
pandangan membuat orang
ramai tidak melepaskan
peluang untuk bergambar
di situ.

Di pusat pentadbiran
negara, Putrajaya pula,
kawasan Astaka Morocco
kini menjadi tumpuan
ramai untuk bergambar.

la terletak bersebelahan
Taman Botani Putrajaya
dan senibinanya
diinspirasikan oleh istana
di Maghribi.

Dari pintu gerbang
yang gah sehingga kepada
pancuran air mewah di
taman bunga, pengunjung
mesti rambang mata untuk
memilih lokasi untuk
bergambar.

Sesuaidengan
keindahannya, pengunjung
ke Astaka Morocco
dikenakan tiket masuk
iaitu RM3 untuk dewasa
dan RMI bagi kanak
kanak.

Jauh dari kesibukan
ibu kota, kawasan sawah
padi di sekitar Sekinchan,
Selangor turut menjadi
lokasi yang ‘Instagramable.’

Pemandangan indah
kawasan sawah padi yang
menghijau sememangnya
bernilai jika dipaparkan di
media sosial

Masa paling sesuai
adalah ketika sebelum
habis musim menuai iaitu
antara September hingga
November dan jangan lupa
memakai krim pelindung
sinar suria.
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SHAH ALAM - Majlis Agama
Islam Selangor (MAIS) meng-
ambil inisiatif membantu 253
Keluarga di sekitar Hulu Langat
dan Klang yang terkesan de-

ngan penularan wabak
Covid-19.
MALIS dalam satu kenyata-

an di laman Facebook pada
Selasa  memaklumkan,
sumbangan berkenaan adalah
peruntukan fidyah agensi itu
yang berjumlah keseluruhan
RM25,300.

Menurut kenyataan itu, pe-
nerima sumbangan adalah
kakitangan sekolah, pekerja
pembersihan, tukang kebun,
pengawal keselamatan dan ahli
kariah yang terkesan dengan
pandemik ini.

“MAIS mengucapkan
terima kasih kepada pem-
bayar fidyah yang membuat
bayaran bagi membolehkan
kami menyalurkan
sumbangan ini dengan ker-
jasama daripada Rakan
Sl.mleglk Agihan Fidyah
MAIS (RSAFM),” katanya.

Sumbangan meliputi
barangan keperluan harian
seperti beras, tepung, mi-
nyak, gula dan lain-lain lagi.

Dalam pada itu, mana-
mana pihak yang ingin me-
nunaikan kewajipan bayaran
fidyah boleh layari laman
sesawang di pautan http://
[fpx.mais.gov.my/epay/fid-
yah.php untuk keterangan
lanjut.

FOTO: FBMAIS
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Berkemungkinan berpunca
akibat pencemaran sungai

Oleh MOHD IZZATUL IZUAN
TAHIR dan ASYRAF MUHAMMAD

SHAH ALAM

elbagai  spesies ikan  di-

temui mati dihanyutkan air di

Sungai Damansara berhampir-

an Seksyen 13 di sini menjadi
tanda-tanya orang ramai selepas video
mengenai kejadian itu tular di laman
Facebook pada Rabu.

Menerusi status dan video yang dimuat
naik seorang pemilik akaun Facebook,
Figri Hero memaklumkan, terdapat pel-
bagai spesies ikan ditemui mati ber-
kemungkinan disebabkan pencemaran di
sungai itu.

“Kalau kes pencemaran air (sungai)
ini kita hendak laporkan kepada siapa (pi-
hak mana)? Banyak spesies ikan ditemui
mati, saya sempat rekod kerana ada urus-
an lain,” katanya.

Status itu menerima pelbagai reaksi,
komen dan perkongsian dalam kalangan
pemilik akaun Facebook lain.

Seorang pemilik akaun di dalam ruang-
an komen meminta perkara itu seharusnya
dipandang serius pihak berwajib.

“Tolong pantau kilang buang sisa tok-
sik di sungai ini dan jangan asyik tunggu
rakyat sahaja membuat laporan,” katanya.

“Tular kejadian pelbagai spesies ikan ditemui dihanyutkan air di Sungai Damansara berhampiran
Seksyen 13 Shah Alam pada Rabu.

Dalam pada itu, Sinar Harian turut
mendapatkan pengesahan daripada
Pengarah Jabatan Alam Sekitar (JAS)
Negeri Selangor, Nor Aziah Jaafar ber-
hubung kejadian itu.

Nor Aziah berkata, pihaknya me-
nerima panggilan aduan daripada. orang
‘awam berhubung penemuan bangkai ikan
di sungai itu kira-kira jam 2 petang Rabu.

“JAS Selangor telah menghantar
pasukan ke lokasi berkenaan dan buat masa
ini siasatan masih dijalankan,” katanya.
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SHAH ALAM - Kempen Selangor
E-Bazar Raya 2021 yang bermula pada
15 April sehingga 29 Mei lalu berjaya
menjana pulangan hasil memberangsang-
kan sebanyak RM954 juta buat ekonomi
Selangor termasuk jualan terus bernilai
RMBG65 juta.

Menerusi kempen ini, kerajaan nege-
ri memperuntukkan sejumlah RM2 juta
sebagai baucer subsidi dan turut men-
dapat penyertaan 22,049 peniaga e-
dagang baharu serta memanfaatkan
134,025 peniaga secara keseluruhan.

Menteri Besar Selangor, Datuk Seri
Amirudin Shari berkata, penganjuran
kempen ini membuktikan bahawa pe-
niaga yang melakukan digitalisasi ter-
hadap perniagaan mereka akan berjaya
meraih pulangan hasil yang mem-
berangsangkan.

“Hasil terkini juga menunjukkan pe-
ningkatan sebanyak 163 peratus untuk
jualan terus dan 139 peratus peningkatan
kesan riak kepada ekonomi Selangor ber-
banding sasaran awal dibuat,” katanya

pada sidang akhbar Pengumuman
Keputusan Kempen E-Bazar Raya 2021
dan Pelancaran Sidec TV yang ber-
langsung secara dalam talian menerusi
aplikasi Zoom pada Rabu.

Turut sama mengikuti sidang media
berkenaan adalah Exco Industri dan
Perdagangan Selangor, Datuk Teng
Chang Khim.

Mengulas lanjut, Amirudin berkata,
Selangor turut berbangga menjadi ke-
rajaan negeri pertama melancarkan ini-
siatif baucer e-dagang dalam membantu
Perusahaan Kecil dan Sederhana (PKS)
menghadapi cabaran Covid-19.

“Kita telah mengadakan empat kem-
pen iaitu E-Bazar Raya 2020, EBazar
11.11 Mega Sales, E-Bazar CNY 2021
dan E-Bazar Raya 2021.

“Dengan pelaburan RM7 juta oleh
kerajaan negeri, empat pusingan kempen

itu telah menghasilkan jualan terus ber- |

jumlah RM144.7 juta dengan pulangan |

hasil sebanyak RM2.95 bilion buat eko-
nomi Selangor,” katanya.
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By WANI MUTHIAH
wani@thestar.com.my

KLANG: The Selangor government
is making the necessary arrange-
ments for the state legislative
assembly to reconvene soon.

Speaker Ng Suee Lim said a letter
would be sent to Selangor Ruler
Sultan Sharafuddin Idris Shah
today regarding the matter.

“We have suggested that the state
assembly session be held at the
end of August if His Highness is
agreeable to it.

“We have yet to open this year’s
state assembly session, which
should have been done in March or
April at the latest,” said Ng when
contacted.

He added that if the nation was
still in a state of Emergency at the
end of August due to the Covid-19
pandemic, Mentri Besar Datuk Seri
Amirudin Shari would write
to Yang di-Pertuan Agong Al-Sultan
Abdullah Ri’ayatuddin Al-Mustafa
Billah Shah asking to be allowed to
hold the state assembly.

“Not being able to open our

assembly sitting is a slap in the face
for democracy.

“We cannot continue to go on like
this,” said Ng.

Selangor Opposition chief Datuk
Rizam Ismail concurred that it was
time for the state assembly to hold a
sitting.

“I am hoping that His Highness
will agree to the date suggested
because there are so many issues
that need to be collectively dis-
cussed and debated, especially the
challenges caused by the Covid-19
pandemic,” said the Umno Sungai

Air Tawar assemblyman.

“We have to ask and find out how
the state government is going to
tackle the declining economy, the
loss of jobs as well as other issues
we are facing.”

Aside from Negri Sembilan and
Johor, which have said that they
would convene their assembly in
August, the Perlis state legislative
assembly would also be held at
around the same time.

On June 18, Bernama quoted
Perlis Speaker Datuk Hamdan
Bahari as saying that the First

Meeting of the Fourth Session of the
14th State Assembly had obtained
the consent of the Raja of Perlis
Tuanku Syed Sirajuddin Putra
Jamalullail.

The Raja of Perlis also agreed to
officiate the assembly.

Hamdan also said that a meeting
with related agencies, among them
the National Security Council of
Perlis, police and state health
department, would be held to seek
advice on the standard operating
procedure and other Covid-19-
related regulations.





	KERATAN AKHBAR

24 June 2021

	Akhbar
	:
	The Star

	Tajuk Berita
	:
	Anxious over collapsed structure in Klang

	Muka Surat
	:
	4


[image: image7.jpg]Residents want
Klang council to
fix collapsed
monsoon drain
before situation
worsens >4

By EDWARD RAJENDRA
edward@thestar.com.my

RESIDENTS living in Lebuh Turi,
Taman Palm Grove are worried
over a collapsed monsoon drain
wall behind their homes as Klang
Municipal Council (MPK) has yet
to fix it, despite their complaints.

A resident, who only wanted to
be known as Cheah, told StarMetro
that she was worried the situation
would worsen as the wall borders
a back lane.

She said a complaint was lodged
over the phone but “no one came
to address the situation”.

Former Palm Grove Rukun
Tetangga chairman G. Ganesh said
a resident had raised the matter
with him.

After visiting the site, he said rec-
tification work was needed.

“MPK’s Engineering Department
must rebuild the wall immediate-
ly,” he stressed.

Ganesh added that if the mon-
soon drain fell under the jurisdic-
tion of Klang district’s Drainage
and Irrigation Department (DID),
the council must coordinate with
DID to resolve the issue before it
worsened.

Another resident, who wanted to
be known only as Lim, said the
wall had come crashing down
weeks ago.

“MPK should address the situa-
tion before it worsens and incurs
more cost.

“If it is DID, then MPK must liaise
with the department, as it also

Anxious over collapsed
structure in Klang

Residents want MPK to repair monsoon drain wall before situation worsens

affects the back lane, which is
under the council’s purview,” he
said.

Ganesh also brought up the issue
of plants, which had damaged the
concrete wall, and wanted MPK to
remove them.

He also urged the council to
solve the problem of mud blocking
water flow at one of four boxed
culverts along Persiaran Seraya.

Meanwhile, R. Ramesh wants
MPXK to desilt drains in the back
lane parallel to Lorong Bagor in
Taman Petaling Indah as they were
filled with silt, consequently emit-
ting a bad odour.

“We are forced to keep the win-
dows and back door closed because
of the smell,” he complained.

He said KDEB Waste
Management Sdn Bhd contractors
needed to clean up the silt.

“We hope MPK’s area supervisor
will check on the cleanliness of
drains,” said Ramesh.

Residents in
Lebuh Turi
want MPK to
take proactive
measures to
fix the
collapsed
wall behind
their houses.





	KERATAN AKHBAR

24 June 2021

	Akhbar
	:
	The Star

	Tajuk Berita
	:
	PPR, PA folk flock to mobile trucks for first dose of vaccine

	Muka Surat
	:
	4


[image: image8.jpg]PPR, PA folk flock to mobile trucks for first dose of vaccme

Federal Territories Minister Tan Sri Annuar Musa watching as a Covid-19
jab is administered in a vaccine truck.

By JAROD LIM
jarodlim@thestar.com.my

ALMOST 40,000 people have
received their first dose of the
Covid-19 vaccine under the Federal
Territories Ministry’s MyMedic@
Wilayah Vaccine Mobile Truck
initiative.

A spokesperson from the
ministry said since the programme
began on June 7 and up to June 22,
38,856 people received their first
dose under the initiative, which
prioritised senior citizens and
disabled persons.

“It is aimed at ensuring those in
highly populated people’s housing
projects (PPR) and public housing
(PA) in the Federal Territories as
well as the B40 group get
vaccinated.

“This also includes workers in
construction sites, as they are at
high risk of getting infected with
Covid-19,” he said.

The spokesperson said the
ministry was expecting to
administer 600 doses of vaccine
daily at each truck.

“Each day, four trucks are
mobilised from 9am to 4pm at PPR

and PA in Kuala Lumpur to
administer the vaccine to
residents,” he said, adding that the
number of trucks would likely be
increased soon.

The initiative is one of the
ministry’s efforts to boost the
National Covid-19 Immunisation
Programme and help achieve herd
immunity at a faster rate in the
Federal Territories.

To date, the vaccine trucks have
been to several areas including
PPR Gombak Setia, PA Desa Rejang,

i A volunteer

« collecting
vaccine
registration
forms for
MyMedic@
Wilayah
outside a PPR
in Kuala
Lumpur.

PA Seri Johor, PKNS Sungai Baru,
PPR Kampung Muhibbah and PPR
Beringin in Kuala Lumpur.

The initiative is also targeting
those who are at high risk of
exposure to the virus, including
Pasar Borong Kuala Lumpur
workers.

The market has been closed
three times previously because of
Covid-19 cases.

About 2,000 workers at the
wholesale market received their
first vaccination dose on June 20.
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PETALING Jaya City Council
(MBP)) is calling on city denizens
to create 10,000 ecobricks to be
turned into building blocks for a
new recycling centre at Kompleks
Cin Section 52.

Under a “buy back” scheme, the
local council will pay RM1 for each
500z ecobrick that is created from
1.5litre bottles.

MBP]J deputy president Sharipah
Marhaini Syed Ali said the pilot
project was in conjunction with
MBPJ’s 15th anniversary since it
was declared a city.

“From 2006, we have been work-
ing towards becoming a sustaina-
ble city by 2030, with a focus on
several fields including environ-
ment, circular economy and good
governance.

“This programme is one of the
ways we hope to involve residents
and get them to participate in the
development of the city,” she said
during the virtual launch of the
Eco Brick-Making for Value-
Creating programme.

During the event, Impact
Revolution Enterprise programme
director Mohd Faisal Abdur Rani
guided participants on how to
make their own ecobricks.

“Ecobricks are plastic bottles
packed tightly with clean and dry,
non-biodegradable waste.

“These bottles can then be used
as building materials to create
walls or outdoor furniture.

“These bricks are essentially
made using plastic bottles that can-
not be recycled.”

He said while this should not be
seen as a way of using more plas-
tics, it could act as a deterrent in
the long run.

“As you accumulate all the plas-
tic that is used daily to be used in
making the bricks, it can become
an indicator of our plastic usage,”
he pointed out.

Also present during the launch
was Petaling Jaya Solid Waste
Management and Public Cleansing
Department director Lee Lih
Shyan.

Ecobricks are created by stuffing used plastic bags into plastic bottles.
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Local communities in Melaka will be vaccinated at the building located

IRV

in the Batu Berendam industrial area until the end of the year.
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COMPOSITES Technology Research
Malaysia Sdn Bhd (CTRM), a sub-
sidiary of DRB-Hicom Bhd, has des-
ignated one of its facilities as a
Covid-19 vaccination centre.

Building 6 at the industrial com-
plex in Batu Berendam, Melaka,
which began operating on June 16,
can accommodate up to 800 vac-
cine recipients a day.

CTRM chief executive officer
Shamsuddin Mohamed Yusof said
inspections by officers from state
health department and National
Security Council (NSC) found the
building suitable for use as a vacci-
nation centre.

“Since the launch of the national
immunisation programme, we at
CTRM have been discussing ways
to help expedite the effort.

“We communicated our inten-
tion to offer our venue for vaccina-
tion purposes to the state health
department and it piqued their
interest,” he said.

Shamsuddin said the new centre
would operate throughout the
year, from 8am to 5pm daily, to
cater to local communities.

He hoped the initiative would

increase awareness among the
public of the importance of vacci-
nation and achieving herd immu-
nity.
“High rates of vaccination are
crucial in order to restore normal-
cy to our life,” he said, adding that
industries too, needed to play their
role.

Shamsuddin also said CTRM was
interested in participating in the
Public-Private Partnership
Industrial Covid-19 Immunisation
Programme (Pikas).

“We have about 2,200 employ-
ees, who are all registered for vac-
cination.

“This shows that they are highly
aware of its importance.

“It is important for our workers
to be vaccinated to ensure a safe
working environment,” he said,
adding that CTRM had taken vari-
ous measures to curh coronavirus
transmission at its premises includ-
ing conducting swab tests.

Prime Minister Tan Sri
Muhyiddin Yassin launched Pikas,
a voluntary immunisation pro-
gramme for manufacturing sector
employees, on June 16.

International Trade and Industry
Minister Datuk Seri Azmin Ali, on
June 14, reminded employers to
bear the vaccination costs, which
was RM90 per worker.

The vaccines were free but com-
panies had to absorb the service
cost by the facility.

Under the programme, compa-
nies can vaccinate their workers at
selected centres or opt for on-site
venues.
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TO EXPRESS solidarity with
Palestinians in Gaza, Shah Alam
City Council (MBSA) donated
RM35,160 to Tabung Kemanusiaan
Selangor Prihatin, which is mobi-
lised by Selangor government.

A mock cheque for the amount
collected was presented by Shah
Alam acting mayor Mohd Rashidi
Ruslan to Selangor Mentri Besar
Datuk Seri Amiruddin Shari.

“MBSA is the first local authority
in Selangor to contribute to the
fund,” said MBSA Corporate and
Public Relations Division head

=

Shahrin Ahmad in a statement.

“The donations came from
MBSA’s management, staff and
councillors.

“We hope this donation can help
alleviate the pain experienced by
the Palestinians.

“The money can be used to get
medical equipment and assistance
for hospitals in Gaza and for the
people.”

The fund, initiated by Selangor
government as a sign of solidarity
over the plight of the Palestinians,
aims to collect RM1mil in donations.

TABUNG KEMANUSIAAN
bcLHlu\:u \FHIHAI INES

 RM35,160 5,160.00 _

Amiruddin (right) receiving a mock cheque from Mohd Rashidi while

MBSA Management and Legal Sector deputy secretary Asmah Mohd Zin

looks on.
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This waterway is the world’'s No. 2 contributor to oceanic plastic

Top rivers emitting plastic waste into the

Garbage guts: The
Interceptor in the
Klang River collects
30 to 50 tonnes

of debris a day.

— IZZRAFIQ ALIAS/
The Star

By DIYANA PFORDTEN
newsdesk@thestar.com.my

PETALING JAYA: More than 1,000
rivers account for 80% of plastic
waste found in the ocean, with
Selangor’s Klang River among the
top contributors, says a new study.

The research results released on
April 30 in the journal Science Adva-
nces estimated that more than 1,000
rivers contribute anywhere from
800,000 tonnes to 2.7 million tonnes
of plastic waste each year, which
works out to about 80% of the
world’s post-consumer plastic waste.

The study, which also found that
small urban rivers are among the
most polluting, put Klang River as
the second highest riverine emitter
of plastic into the ocean at 1.33%,
tied with India’s Ulhas River and the
Philippines’ Tullahan River.

The Philippines has the most
number of rivers emitting plastic
waste, with Pasig River contributing
the most at 6.43%.

Clean-up efforts on Klang River
have been ongoing since 2016 after
it was identified by the Selangor
government as a major contributor
of waste.

“Before 2016, a boat couldn’t trav-
el more than 500m before it stalled
because the motor would be stuck
with plastic and debris,” said Land-
asan Lumayan Sdn Bhd managing
director Syaiful Azmen Nordin.

Landasan Lumayan was tasked
with cleaning up the river by the
Selangor government, especially
the 56km stretch starting from
Kuala Lumpur’s Mid Valley to the
river mouth at Port Klang.

Syaiful Azmen said from 2016 to
2020, Selangor Maritime Gateway —

Scan the QR code
here to view the
interactive story on

TheStar.com.my EI=A

=

a multi-agency outfit — extracted
over 67,000 tonnes of floating waste
from Klang River through seven log
booms constructed along its 56km
length.

“Today, we can travel the entire
length from Pangkalan Batu to Port
Klang without stopping.

“This is a great indicator that
most of the waste is being caught by
our seven log booms and the Inter-
ceptor, a floating receptacle that
collects floating debris,” he said,
adding that this would allow river
taxi services to be deployed soon.

Selangor Maritime Gateway,
which brings together various state
agencies under one roof, aims to
reduce the total waste volume in
Klang River by 30% by 2022, and
40% from 2023 onwards.

On this, Syaiful Azmen said since
2016, the tonnage of waste collected
monthly from Klang River had been
reduced by 40%, or from an average
of 1,500 tonnes (before 2016) to 900
tonnes.

“Klang River has been identified
as a major contributor of waste and
that is why the state government
decided to focus its efforts here,” he
added.

In 2019, Selangor Maritime
Gateway partnered with a Dutch
non-profit organisation, The Ocean
Cleanup, to place its Interceptor
craft on Klang River as part of its
river waste management system.

In March this year, British band
Coldplay said it would sponsor the

second Interceptor, which will also
be deployed at Klang River soon.

Syaiful Azmen said the Intercep-
tor currently collects 30 to 50 tonnes
of debris a month, and complements
Landasan Lumayan’s log booms.

Of the 900 tonnes of waste collect-
ed, he said 51% is inorganic and
includes plastic bottles, aluminium
cans, glass bottles, plastic bags,
masks, disposable gloves, beverage
cartons and food containers.

“Of the inorganic volume, 80%
are plastics,” he said, adding that
the visible reduction in single-use
plastic bags is testimony to the
Selangor government’s commit-
ment to stamping out the use of
single-use plastics, as well as the
outcome of its “no straw campaign”.

“However, we believe the extrac-
tion volume is starting to plateau,
and soon this cannot be further
reduced unless there is a drastic
shift in attitude among people and
industries.

“If we can successfully clean
Klang River and create new eco-
nomic value, then it can be a model
for other rivers in the country,” he
said, adding that it is only part of
the problem as there are many
other polluted rivers in the country.

Syaiful Azmen said most plastics
found in Klang River came from
domestic waste and littering.

“When it rains, these items end
up in drains that flow into rivers.

“The Klang River’s full length
(including tributaries) is 122km,
and it passes through seven munic-
ipalities over two states. As such,
there are many jurisdictional chal-
lenges in overseeing end-to-end
river management.

“Selangor Maritime Gateway has

ocean, by share of plastic waste emitted

6.43%

PHILIPPINES, Pasig River

0.95%

PHILIPPINES, Pampanga River

1.33%
MALAYSIA, Klang River 0.72%
PHILIPPINES, Libmanan River
3;333&55 0.63%
Tullaha1n F;V;% INbIA, Ganges River
Ulhas River EHIIéIPPI(;\IEg,,
io Grande de
1.23% Mindanao River
PHILIPPINES,
Meycauayan 0.47%
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Agno River

Other rivers in the country that emit plastic

waste into the ocean include:

Sarawak River

Kelantan River

Y

Volume of
waste

collected N

(Metric tonne)

Source: Landasan Lumayan Sdn Bhd

managed to tighten this loop for the
last 56km of the river, where we
have seen huge improvements in
reducing the amount of waste
entering the ocean,” he said.
Syaiful Azmen added that beyond
the needed major mindset shift
among people and industries, there
also needs to be stricter enforce-

Langat River

Kuantan River

Source: Meijer et al. (2021). More than 1000 rivers account for 80% of
global riverine plastic emissions into the ocean, Science Advances

How much waste is
collected from the
Klang River every year?

From 2016 till 2020, over
67,000 metric tonnes of
floating waste, which
includes plastics, has been
collected from the Klang
River.

ment by the authorities on littering
or illegal dumping.

“People are generally complacent
until water to their taps is cut off,
then they blame the authorities.

“People and businesses need to
start realising that they are the big-
gest contributors to our ongoing
river pollution,” he said.
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Holdings Bhd’s RM 14 billion suit against
former Selangor menteri besar (MB) Tan
Sri Abdul Khalid Ibrahim for alleged
abuse of power that led to the state’s ac-
quisition of the water utility company will
go on trial at the Shah Alam High Court.

This follows the Federal Court today
refusing to grant leave for Khalid to pose
four questions of law after he was reinstat-
ed as a defendant in the suit by the Court
of Appeal on Feb 11.

Federal court judge Datuk Vernon Ong
Lam Kiat who heard the leave application
said that he was mindful that this was an
interlocutory application involving the
Court of Appeal decision for full trial to
be entered, overturning the High Court
decision to strike out the suit.

“The question (whether the suit is time
barred) has not been decided by the High
Court or the Court of Appeal. I accept the
leave questions are of general importance.

“However, since neither the High Court
or Court of Appeal made a ruling, I feel
the threshold of Section 96 (on granting
leave) Court of Judicature Act 1964 had
not been met. The leave questions posed
are mixed with facts and law and need to
be properly ventilated in the trial. I am
dismissing the motion,” said Ong.

‘The Federal Court also ordered Khalid
to pay RM30,000 costs to Puncak Niaga.

Khalid, who was represented by coun-
sel Edmund Bon, had argued the suit was
time barred as the former Guthrie Bhd
chief executive officer and former Selan-
gor MB left the post on Sept 23, 2014
while the suit was filed on Oct 27, 2017.

Under the Public Authorities of Protec-
tion Act 1948 (PAPA), a claim for misfea-
sance needs to be filed within three years.

However, Puncak Niaga’s counsel
Gopal Sreenevasan said despite Khalid
leaving on Sept 23, 2014, the sale and
purchase agreement was completed on
Oct 10,2015, while the suit was filed in

Puncak Niaga’s
RM14b suit
against Khalid
to go on trial

BY HAFIZ YATIM
theedgemarkets.com

2017, showing it met all conditions.

Gopal appeared with Razlan Hadri Zu-
Ikifli while New SinYew and Michael Cheah
appeared with Bon today.

At the Federal Court, leave has to be ob-
tained before the merits of the full appeal
is heard.

The questions of law posed by Khalid’s
lawyers centered on Section 2(a) of the
PAPA regarding the time bar, which includes
whether or not it should take effect after the
former Selangor MB left his post.

A case management of the matter has been
fixed by the Shah Alam High Court for this
Friday (June 25).

Suit of misfeasance originally filed

Puncak Niaga had originally filed the suit
against Khalid, senior Minister of Inter-
national Trade and Industry Datuk Seri

Mohamed Azmin Ali who succeeded
Khalid as Selangor MB, and the Sel-
angor government.

The company had alleged that
Khalid was eager to implement the
‘Water Services Industry Act, which the
company claimed had caused pressure
on the prices of its assets.

Puncak Niaga, in its suit, is claiming
damages, interest on damages and costs
of the difference between the value of
PNSBWiater Sdn Bhd (formerly known
as Puncak Niaga (M) Sdn Bhd) and
Syarikat Bekalan Air Selangor Sdn Bhd
(SYABAS) of between RM2.08 billion
and RM2.35 billion, and the actual pur-
chase consideration of RM1.55 billion
under the share purchase agreement
dated Nov 11, 2014 between Puncak
Niaga and Pengurusan Air Selangor
Sdn Bhd.

The group is also claiming losses of
business opportunities following the ac-
quisition.

Puncak Niaga claimed that Khalid’s
successor Azmin also actively sought the
acquisition and signed the agreement
on behalf of the Selangor government,
which was why he was named. However,
Khalid and Azmin successfully struck
out the suit against them.

However, on Feb 11, a three-mem-
ber Court of Appeal (COA) bench led
by Justice Datuk Hanipah Farikullah
partially allowed Puncak Niaga’s appeal
to reinstate Khalid and the Selangor
government as defendants in the suit.

The COA bench, however, did not
reinstate Azmin as the other defendant
in the suit.

Puncak Niaga is not appealing the
COA decision in not reinstating Azmin
to be a party in the suit.

The COA decision in February came
after the Shah Alam High Court struck
out Puncak Niaga’s suit against Khalid,
Azmin and the Selangor government.
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